
Inquiry Based Learning Unit 
Outcome: CH3.2: Demonstrate an awareness of traditional and evolving arts 
expressions of Saskatchewan First Nations and Métis artists in own communities 
or regions. 

Indicator: a,c, d, e, f 

• By the end of this inquiry project students will be able to describe, perform, 
recognize, observe and listen to First Nations and Metis Arts expressions.  

1.Planning:  
To get students excited about this outcome I would start by: 

- Talking about the different styles of aboriginal arts: 

Visual- Paintings( Kent Monkman (http://www.kentmonkman.com/paintings-
gallery/) ,Dana Standgardhorn (http://www.artistsincanada.com/north-
battleford/artist/dana-standinghorn-aboriginal-5/9/) 
Questions to ask students: 

•What mediums does Monkman use in his paintings? Why do you think 
these are important to him? 

•How are Standgardhorn and Monkman different from on another as artist? 

Sculptures (Brad Jungen (https://www.thestar.com/entertainment/2011/05/07/
brian_jungen_at_the_ago_a_canadian_art_superstar_goes_personal.html) , Bill 
Reid (http://theravenscall.ca/en/art) 

Questions to ask students: 
•What makes  Jungen/Reids sculptures unique?  
•What type of materials do the artists use?  
•Do you think their is a special reason as to why they chose to work with 

these materials? 

Dance- Hoop Dance (https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=0xl9JIGxuAY) , Jingle 
Dance (https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=mhFgZO30zIc) Shawl Dance-  
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=J3aiSjYZIYk 

Questions to ask students: 
•Do you think there is significance to the hoops used in the hoop dance? 
•Do you think there is significance to the jingles used in the jingle dance? 
•Are there any protocols with hoop dance or jingle dance? 
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Music- Buffy Sainte-Marie (https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=rs8NJI9cVd4) 	
Traditional Pow Wow Music (https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=XdiJ0Jpphds)  
Drumming- Pow Wow Dance Druming- https://www.youtube.com/watch?
v=KnJo8Ek9Zs0 

Questions to ask students: 
•What do you think the significance is to the drum used in pow wow music? 
•Are there any protocols when it comes to traditional pow wow music? 
•Who can play the drum? 

Drama- Gordon Tootoosis: Actor(has a theatre company called Nikaniwin 
Theatre. Playhouse Program is an outreach program in Saskatoon for inner city 
schools.)  http://www.gtnt.ca	  

Questions to ask students: 
•Do you think Tootoosis had an acting career before he opened a theatre 

company? 
•What types of performing arts do you think they perform at the Playhouse 

Program? 
•Can anyone attend/see productions created at Nikaniwin Theatre? 
•What type of films did Tootoosis star in? 

Questions for students about all the arts they have seen: 
•What do you like most out of these pieces? 
•What do you like least? 
•How do you think their environment influenced their creations?  
•Have any of you ever seen any of these performances or creations before? 
•Is there any protocols to follow for First Nations and Metis arts 

expressions?  

- You can show different forms of arts in a few ways. Bring in  a hoop dancer, 
jingle dancer. Have them talk to the students about their performance.  

•http://wambdi.com/about/ This is an excellent website that you can book 
hoop dancers, jingle dancers, story tellers etc. They are located in 
Regina, SK. 

-Ask students if there is one thing that they particularly liked. You could do this 
by showing a raise of hands, thumbs up, or coming up to the board and writing 
your name down underneath either visual arts, music, drama, or dance. 

- I will then proceed to provide the students with questions to guide them in their 
research. They must contribute to coming up with the questions. They will then 
choose their topic and what they want to learn more about. 

•What are the important elements of  tradition Pow Wow music ? 
•Why is visual art/music/dance important to Aboriginal/Metis people? 
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•What are some important elements of visual art,music, and dance to 
Aboriginal/Metis people? 

•Why do they use hoops in their hoop dance? 
•What makes the dresses jingle? Why are they important? 
•Are there any protocols used in visual arts, dance, music, drama? 

- I will then ask students if they can fill out the Know and Wonder parts of a KWL 
chart about their chosen topic.https://docs.google.com/document/d/
19QyCWaK3gcyGWYrwHgd-ffnmUemgg-BE6cKUa_RxuBE/edit?usp=sharing 
(They will fill out the Learning part later. During processing.) 

- give student a few websites where they can find helpful information. 
•https://indiancountrymedianetwork.com/news/history-of-the-modern-

hoop-dance/  Talks about why every aspect of the hoop dance is 
important to the aboriginals. 

•http://circletrail.com/culture/powwow-dance-styles/jingle-dress-dance/ 
	     This is a great website that has information about the importance of the 
jingle dance 	and many others 

•http://www.aci-iac.ca/content/art-books/39/Art-Canada-
Institute_Norval-Morrisseau.pdf 

	     Explores the work of art by Norval Morrisseau. 
•-http://www.artistsincanada.com/artists/aboriginal-9/ 

	      A great website that list a lot of aboriginal artists in Canada. 

- Show books of aboriginal visual arts:  
•My First Dreamtime dot art colouring-in book By: Naiura,  
•Aboriginal Art and Culture By: Kleinert & Neale,  
•Canadian Native Art By: Nancy Lou-Patterson 

- Allow the students to work in groups(grouped based upon their choice of 
research) or individually to come up with how they will find out more 
information about their particular interest. 

- Have students come up with  a plan on how they are going to find this 
information. 

•What their topic is.  
•What resources are they going to use.  
•How many resources they will use. 
•If they are going to work in groups how will the divid the work equally. 
•They must then hand it in to me. 

- Students will be given a sheet they can write their resources down on. They will 
need it for later use. They may use the following paper to document their 
research.  

Worksheet #1: https://docs.google.com/document/d/1hzMFrq-oQdTX9pI-
NPQOAWkpsXlx4Ix9cj77qhiFZV8/edit?usp=sharing  
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- Students will be keeping a journal that they will write in daily to document 
their progression through their inquiry based project. 

2. Retrieving:  

- If some of the students have chosen to use books as one of their resources set 
up a meeting to get the librarian to come and talk to the class about how to find 
books in the library(how to locate them and find the best ones)! 

- Go over with students how to make meaningful jot notes. Here is a quick video 
that shows students how to take meaningful jot notes. 

• https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=78YIrYqEmnQ 
• You can also read a short story to the class and have them make jot notes 

individually handing it in when finished.  http://www.shortkidstories.com 
This is a great website that has multiple short stories. You can pick the age 
and type of story as well. 

- Show students how to search their topics by keywords. You can use this useful 
website to do so. 

• https://moz.com/beginners-guide-to-seo/keyword-research 

- If students have chosen to interview someone teach them the proper way to 
interview someone. 

• https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=C4QgLOr-3LM Here is a quick video 
that shows some helpful tips to remember when interviewing someone. 

• remember be polite and show that you are interested (eye contact).  

3. Processing:  

- Once students have completed their research they will come back to the class 
and complete the final column in their KWL charts. Learning. 

https://docs.google.com/document/d/19QyCWaK3gcyGWYrwHgd-ffnmUemgg-
BE6cKUa_RxuBE/edit?usp=sharing 

- Once students have completed their KWL chart they will get together in groups 
or pairs and show how their research helped them become more knowledgable 
in their understand of  their specific topic. 

- Once students have completed sharing their KWL with their partner/group 
they will begin to compare and contrast their information gathered from 
different resources. 
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- Using worksheet #1that they were given to record their research students will  
answer the following on worksheet #2.  

- Worksheet #1: https://docs.google.com/document/d/1hzMFrq-oQdTX9pI-
NPQOAWkpsXlx4Ix9cj77qhiFZV8/edit?usp=sharing 

- Worksheet #2: https://docs.google.com/document/d/
1lXBt2ZMsq_JWRqUli54PtvFMUA9lon-CO-WdKgCnp90/edit?usp=sharing 

- Once students have completed worksheet #2 they will get together with others 
students that have researched the same topic and compare and contrast their 
findings. 

- I would then have the students write in their journals about what resources 
were the most useful they found and why. 

- As a class we would also have a classroom discussion to reflect on their process. 
Here are some questions I would ask:  

•Why do you think a book might be a better resource than a website at 
times? 

•Why do you think the information received from an interview might be 
more reliable than an article on the internet? 

•How can we make sure your research is coming from a reliable resource? 
•What would you do differently next time? Would you still use a variety of 

resources or just one? 
•If you could not find someone to interview in our community did you 

consider contacting them via. email, Skype, or phone if they lived outside 
of our community? 

•What would you recommend to your friend that was looking for a reliable 
resource? 

•Did you notice any similarities in your research when you got together with 
other students that research the same topic? Did you notice and 
differences? 

4. Creating:  
STAGE 1: students will choose what they will be doing 

- give some examples of ways students can display their project  
- poster,  
- dramatic play,  
- dance,  
- live/recorded music 
- painting 
- sketch 

- Provide the students with plenty of choices to create their project. 

https://docs.google.com/document/d/1hzMFrq-oQdTX9pI-NPQOAWkpsXlx4Ix9cj77qhiFZV8/edit?usp=sharing
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STAGE 2: Revising and Editing  

- Have students start by creating a draft of their project that they will turn in for 
feedback before starting the final project. 

- Students may get together with a partner to receive feedback from a peer.  

- Once they have their rough draft back for me(teacher) students can begin 
working on a final copy of their project 

STAGE 3: Assessment 

- Talk to the different groups (students who created posters etc) of students 
about the criteria they will be assessed on. 

- Ask the students what they think they should be marked one 
Examples: 

• Creativity (Did I use the best of my creativity?) 
• Accepting of feedback (I was accepting of feedback, and used it to my 

advantage) 
• Revising and editing (I took my time to revise and edit my project)  
• Engage and Persist (I worked on my project until it was complete. Every 

piece is meant to be their. I worked as hard as I could) 
• Research (I used valid sources for my research that reliable and 

informative) 
• Quality (The quality of my work is the best to my ability) 

- Include both your criteria and the students in the assessment (A co-created 
rubric etc) 

STAGE 4: Audience  

- Allow students to pick their audience ( Teacher + student, classroom, teacher + 
class + principle,  another class, or whole school) 

- Try to be as accommodating as possible (if they pick the whole school and that 
isn't possible perhaps another class will sufic) 

5. Sharing:  
- This is when students will share what they have come up with to their desired 

audience  



- Questions provided for students to help them reflect on their project  
•What are you most proud of?  
•What was a something you struggled with during this project?  
•If you could do this again what would you do differently?  
•Is there anything you would change if you did it again?  
•Why did you choose to use these materials?  
•Why does this project inspire you?  
•How did you express yourself throughout this project?  
•How did this make you feel?  
•How did your environment inspire your project? 

6. Evaluate: 
- Mark the student on the previous created criteria  (see attached rubric) 

- Have the students do a self evaluation on the same criteria and finish their 
journal by writing about their whole creative process throughout this project. 
(see attached self evaluation).  


