
Lesson Plan 

Date: Monday, October 19, 2015  

Subject: Social Studies 

Grade(s): 2 

Lesson Length: 20 Minutes 

Content (topic): Power and Authority  

Outcome: PA2.1 

− Analyze how decision are made within the local community. 

Indicators: 

 -a Review examples of communities to which students belong, and identify leaders         
in those communities (e.g., sports teams, artistic groups, school clubs, classroom, 
school, family). 

 -b Give examples of leadership in the local community, and describe ways         
leadership is demonstrated (e.g., mayor, reeve, chief, Elders, community 
volunteers). 

 -c Identify decision makers in the local community in government, economic,         
community, faith, and cultural organizations, and the roles of each. 

 -d Research processes for decision making in local community organizations, and         
describe similarities and differences. 

 -e Research formal decision-making process for governance of the local community.         

Teaching Strategies: 

− Ask students to recall any information about power and authority  

− Give students examples of a power and authority in the community 

− Have students come up with examples of leaders in their community, school and 

organizations.  

− Ask students questions about why we need leaders, what is there role. 

− Discuss with students how decisions are made and why are the processes in 

decision making important? 



Learning Preparation: 

Equipment/Materials: 

− Make a few decisions for students to draw from 

− Have book ready   

− Paper, pencils 

Presentation:  

Set: 15 minutes (5mins) 

− Have a conversation with students  to get them thinking about what and who a 

leader is. Make sure to talk about about how decisions are made and why the 

process of making decisions are important.  

− Once you have brought your conversation to a closing you will begin to 

introduce/read a short story from the book Legends of the Elders  (Friesen, 2000)  

Strength in Unity. 

− Once you have read the story you will begin to divid the class into there groups of 

5-6. (you can do this by having students pick a card out of a bucket that represents 

a leader within the community. Example Mayor, Teacher, Soccer Coach etc. They 

must find the other pieces of their cut up picture) 

Development: 30 minutes (10mins) 

− Once students have organized themselves into their designated groups explain 

the activity. ( Students will be given 15 minutes to come up with a role play of  

how they will make a decision to solve the conflict the have drawn. They must 

then perform their scenario to the class. There skit should be no longer than 4 

minutes and should show how they made a decision to solve the conflict.) 

− When they are finished their skits, they may return to their desk and wait to 

present their skits. 



− Students will have the opportunity to choose the order they will perform. 

− Each group will have the opportunity to perform. Once each group has had the 

chance we will all gather back in a talking circle.  

Closure: 5 minutes (5mins) 

− Once students have gathered into a talking circle we will discuss one thing we 

have each learned from todays lesson. 

− Forming a talking circle is how I will access the children on weather they 

learned how decisions are made within the community.  

Adaptive Dimension: 

− Have examples prepared in case students need help with distinguishing leaders in 

the community 

− If the lesson goes too long, then the students will not present their skit to the class 

in the lesson. It will continue into the next.  

− You pick the order that students present 

−

Management Skills: 

− Encourage students to create their own conflict  

− Encourage students to participate within their groups 



Prompt Questions: 

- Who are some leaders in some communities your involved in? (This can be at home, 

school, or sports teams) 

- Can you think how these people make decisions? (like how do they decide on things?) 

- What are some leaders in other peoples communities? Like indigenous communities? 

(chiefs, elders)  

Conflicts: 

-A student has been caught for plagiarism on a paper. The dean and professor now have to 

come up with a decision of how they will deal with the issue.  

1.Will the student be given a warning that they will have one last chance. If it happens 

again they will be dismissed from the faculty  

or 

2. Will the student have an immediate dismissal from the faulty 

MAKE SURE TO INCLUDE: 

*the dean 

*the professor  

*the guilty student 

-The teachers and principle have decided that there just wasn't enough time for learning 

and they have come to the decision to take away your morning recess and afternoon 

recess, leaving you with only lunch.  

They have decided to let the students come to the decision on weather they should 

remove the recess or not.  



MAKE SURE TO INCLUDE: 

*a teacher 

*a principle 

*and a group of students 

Resources: 
-This is a fun little activity for students. You get to read them Prudy’s Problem and How 

She Solved  (Carey Armstrong-Ellis) . After the reading there is a great activity to follow. 

This activity recognizes the problems which Prudy had in the story and how she came to 

solve it. This helps to see if students were listening during the story, they also get to work 

on their writing skills and get to have some fun colouring. 

http://oneextradegree.blogspot.ca/2012/11/happy-dance-and-giveaway.html 

-Here is a link to a great lesson plan based around all three of the outcomes. This lesson 

plan does a great job of familiarizing students of power and authority within different 

communities. It includes working with the medicine wheel, along with bring in elders. 

http://www.spiritsd.ca/learningresources/FNM%20Resources/GR2%20Power%20and

%20Authority%20Social%20Studies.pdf 

-Here are some great worksheets to get the students to solve problems. They talk about 

different problems the students might encounter in and out of the classroom. These help 

students develop their writing skills along with their problem solving skills. 

  

https://www.teacherspayteachers.com/Product/Problem-and-Solution-FREEBIE-1622320 

http://oneextradegree.blogspot.ca/2012/11/happy-dance-and-giveaway.html
http://www.spiritsd.ca/learningresources/FNM%20Resources/GR2%20Power%20and%20Authority%20Social%20Studies.pdf
https://www.teacherspayteachers.com/Product/Problem-and-Solution-FREEBIE-1622320


This is a neat resource that teaches students about different types of communities.   
http://www.esquimalt.ca/files/PDF/Municipal_Hall/kidsguide.pdf 

This is a great resource that focus on resolving conflicts. It gives you many ways to relate 
conflict to students.  

http://kidshealth.org/classroom/prekto2/personal/growing/conflict_resolution.pdf

http://www.esquimalt.ca/files/PDF/Municipal_Hall/kidsguide.pdf

